The bioethics of preterm labour.
Until recently, bioethics (ethics related to biology or, more specifically, in the context of preterm labour, medical ethics) was considered mainly to relate to the active treatment or investigation of patients. Collection of data, excised specimens or even whole organs was considered to be relatively uncontentious as it did not impinge directly upon the health of the individual concerned. However, in the UK in particular, the practice of collecting data, tissues or even whole organs has recently come under the spotlight of public scrutiny, particularly following the Alder Hey Enquiry. Coincidentally with a decline in public confidence in the probity of authority, medical scientists increasingly have to justify the accumulation of data about individuals.